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\X/hat Do You Really Believe About God?

Why Is This Study So Crucial To Your Christlife Jou rney?

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding. Iryalir
ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your patitssght.” Proverbs 3:5, 6

How you feel and what you think about God €sagverything that you believe about Him.
Does God really unconditionally love me? Is annaie relationship possible with a God that
| cannot see? Can | really trust Him with my deégésiggles? Will He deliver me from my

strongholds? Why did God let this happen? Thesevaarty other questions like these may cause
you to ask:

Is God really FOR me?

To the extent that you believe the lies otaitgons about God will be the extent that you
won’t conclude that God is really for you. To thdent that you don’t believe that He is FOR
you will be to the extent that you do not trust HWhat you believe about God will always
determine the extent to which you will entrust tonHhe struggles, circumstances, and
relationships of your life.

The underlying problem is that you will never TRUSTOR ENTRUST to a God that you

DISTRUST!

How Can | Know That God Is FOR Me?

“...1f God is FORus, who is against us?” Romans 8:31

“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is fraBod; and everyone who loves is born of God
and knows God. The one who does not love does nowkGod, for God is love.” 1 John 4:7,8

“He will take great delight in you, he will quietqu with his love, he will rejoice over you with
singing.” Zephaniah 3:17

1. He Was FOR You Before You Were Born

“Long ago, everbeforeHe made the world;od lovedus andchoseus in Christto be holy and
without fault in his eyes.” Ephesians 1:4 (NLT)

Think about it for a moment. In eternity p&sid determined that you were to be born. It is
because of His love for you that you even existhKlof it. He chose you out of 500 million
possibilities at conception! Imagine God loving youan eternity before you even came into
being. How awesome is that?



2. He Has An Unchanging Plan FOR __ You

“His unchanging planhas always been to adopt us into his own fabylpringing us to
Himself through Jesus ChristAnd this gave Him great pleasure.” Ephesians 1:5

God’s plan for you from eternity past is t@adryou into a personal, intimate relationship
with Him. Everything that He does in your lifetesfulfill His unchanging plan. What is behind
His unchanging plan?

3. God’s Motivation Behind His Unchanging Plan FOR You Is His Love FOR_ you

“Seehow great a lovehe Father has bestowed upon(y®©U!), that we should be called
children of God; and such we are....” 1 John 3:1 (@athesis mine)

The motivating force behind God’s unchangitanps His unconditional love for you. The
one thing God wants you to know and experience ri@ne anything else is His immeasurable,
eternal and unconditional love for you. He wants y@know that it is His love that motivates
everything that He has done, that He is doing,thatiHe will do in your life. His love for you
started in eternity past, and His love is with wbihis very moment.

What Are Some Of The Characteristics Of God’s Love?

God in His Very Essence is Love

“God islove’ 1 John 4:8, 16

A light bulb can only emit light. Its esserdegtermines its function. It was designed to emit
light, and that is the source of its function. Tisi#s makeup. The same is true with God. In
1 John 4:7 and 16 it says that God is love. Itisd$sence. Therefore, God by His very nature
can_ ONLY love you.

God Has Loved You With An Eternal Love

“I have loved you with agverlastinglove.” Jeremiah 31:3

Since love is part of God’s essence and Geteihal, then He has loved you eternally. His
love has no beginning or ending for you. He hasagbrtoved you. Imagine a God who has loved
you for an eternity. Since it is an eternal lovert nothing that you have done, nothing that you
are doing, or nothing that you will ever do willasige His love for you.

God Invites You To Join In The Same Love Relationdh That The Trinity Has For Each
Another

“I have made You known to them, and will continoieniake You known in order that tlove
You have for Me may be in themnd that | myself may be in them.” John 17:26



In John 17:26 Jesus is saying that the loaettlte Father has for the Son is the same love that
God has for you. In other words God wants youpdoticipate in the unconditional love
relationship that the Father, Son, and Holy Spiaite been experiencing with each other for an
eternity. You are being invited into this love tedaship. Therefore, God’s plan is for you to be
brought into His family and to enjoy a love relaship with Him.

You Can Never Be Separated From His Love

“For | am convinced that neither death nor lifegither angels nor demons, neither the present
nor the future, nor any powersgither height nor depth, nor anything else inca#ation, will
be able teseparateus from the love of Gothat is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:38, 39

One of the lies that many Christians belisvéhat we can do something to separate us from
God’s love. Romans 8:38, 39 destroys that lie. @i NOTHING that you can do (or not do) to
separate you from His love.

Since you are in an inseparahbigion with God, can you lose your salvation?

God Loves You As A Perfect Father

“And He was saying, Abba Father! All things are possible for Thee; remdkes cup from Me;
yet not what | will, but what Thou wilt.” Mark 1463

We all had imperfect fathers. We are all deiaug for a perfect father. God is the answer to
that search. God is your perfect “abba” which tlatlesl means “daddy.” As Jesus referred to the
Father as “Daddy,” you are invited to do the savw can come to God as a loving daddy who
is waiting with outstretched arms to pour His lavt® your life.

What would you like to see in a perfect Father?

God Put All of His Love In You

“you are completein Him....” Colossians 2:10 (NKJV)

Remember that God put His life in you at thenpof your salvation. It says in Colossians
2:10 that you areompletein Him. Since that is true, then all of God’s Iagen you right now.
According to John 17:26 the same love with whicld@wee Father loved the Son is in you now
because of your union with Him.

If all of God’ love is within you, do you have tegorm for, work for, or earn God’s love?

God is Pursuing You With His Love

“Surely, goodness and unfailing love wiallirsueme all the days of my life.” Psalm 23:6

Psalm 23:6 tells you that God’s love towards s not passive. He is pursuing you with His
love every moment of your life. He will not stoptiifde has totally captured you with His love.
His greatest desire is that He wants you to undedsand experience His love in full measure
(Ephesians 3:16-19). So, what is He doing in yid@mright this moment?



God'’s Love Is Unconditional

“Remember, O Lord, yowrnfailing love and compassion, which you have shown from long
ages past.” Psalm 25:6

God loves you unconditionally. His love does require anything from you. His love is not
affected by whether or not you love Him, trust Hon pelieve in Him. It is based solely on His
essence. He is love.

Since God’s love is unconditional, what can youatse His unconditional love?

“The deepest awareness that | have of my lifeas ltlhm a man passionately loved by God”
Thomas Melton

4. God Showed You How Much He Is FOR__ You By What He Did On The Cross

“Since Goddid notspare even his own Son but gave him up for usvath't God, who gave us
Christ, also give ugverythingelse?” Romans 8:32

“It is finished.” John 19:30”

My friends, if you have any doubt of God’sconditional love, please revisit what God
accomplishedor you at the cross. First of all He was willing twegup His righteous son as the
sacrifice for your sins. How much more did God ntedo to show His love for you other than
to send His Son to the cross? However, God accehgdiMUCH MORE at the cross. What is
the “much more” of the cross?

He went to the croge remove your sins 1 Peter 2:24
He set you free from the power of sin and deathRomans 8:2
He gave you His life. Romans 8:11
He put His life into you at salvatido restore a relationship with you Ephesians 1:5
He put His life in you so that yawo longer must be the source for living life
2 Corinthians 5:15
6. Hecrucified your old identity andgave you a new identity Romans 6:6; 2 Corinthians
5:17
7. Heput Himself in union with you. 1 Corinthians 6:17, John 14:20

arwnE

Why did God go to these lengths for you? Hieitdn order to accomplish His unchanging
plan for intimate relationship with you. When yousted Jesus for salvation, God put Himself
into an intimate, inseparable union with you.

5. God In His Sovereignty Is FOR__ You

“For | know the plans | have for you,” declares therD, “ plans to prosper yoand not to harm
you,plans to give you hope and a futureJeremiah 29:11

“The LorD Almighty has spokenwho can change his plar'ssWhen his hand moves, who can
stop him?” Isaiah 14:27 (NLT)

If God’s unchanging plan is to bring you imto intimate relationship with Him, then how
important is God’s sovereignty in persuading yoat tHe is for you?
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In His sovereignty, God:

1. Will allow events in your life to bring you intogreater dependence on Him. John 15:5

2. Will use what you consider to be a failure or a dadision and will work it together for
your good. Romans 8:28

3. Will never allow a situation into your life in whicHe will not provide a way of escape.
1 Corinthians 10:13

4. Will allow situations into your life to show youeltontinuous need for Christ in you.
2 Corinthians 12:7-9

6. God Is EOR You As Your Promise Keeper

“For | am confident of this very thing, that He whegan a good work in yoILL perfect it
until the day of Christ Jesus.” Philippians 1:6 (Bhasis mine)

If God’s unchanging plan is to bring you iatoelationship with Him, then He wants you to
be as confident as Paul was that God WILL accomplis plan. When you look at Philippians
1:6 above, stop and meditate on the word “WILL.isTWword means that the all-powerful,
determined God of the universe will always be atkwo transforming your life.

What Are Some of The Things that God WId_In Your Life To Transform You?
God WILL freely give you all things.

“He Who did not spare His own Son, but deliverechHlip for us allhow will He not also with
Him freely give us all things?’Romans 8:32

Now that He has saved you and put His lifgan, God is going to accomplish His purposes
in your life. For, you see, the “all things” of Rams 8:32 are found in Himself. He wants you to
experience all of His Christlikeness. The ultimaiepose of being conformed to Him is to draw
you to Himself.

God WILL do the impossible in your life.
“For nothing will be impossible with GatlLuke 1:37

He will destroy the strongholds in your lifée will give you the victory and the freedom that
you desire in the areas of your life which previetflow of His life through you. He will take
your impossible situation and will show you that iléhe answer to that problem. It is a process
of taking you from self-confidence to Christ-corditte.

God WILL supply your legitimate soulical needs.

“And my God shall supply all your needsccording to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 4:19

The quest of your independent self-life (fleshio attempt to get your legitimate soulical
needs for unconditional love, acceptance, secudéntity, adequacy, meaning, and purpose met
apart from God. If you don'’t believe that God caeetyour needs, then you will turn to your
fleshto try and get those needs met.
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For example, God promises that only He caronditionally love you. However (through
unbelief) you might seek unconditional love in Bbrtrelationships. If you believe that God
can't possibly accept you, then you may strived@bcepted by others or strive for God’s
acceptance. God loves you enough that He willdetgeek to get those needs met apart from
Him.The result will be that you will see the fulyliof trying to get those needs met apart from
Him. He, and He alone, will be your “need-meeter.”

God WILL turn your mistakes and failures into eternal good.

“And we know thaGod causes everything work together fogoodto those who love God and
who are called according to His purpose for thefRdmans 8:28

God is not the author of the confusion, stteg@nd adversity in your life. He promises to
take those struggles and adversity and work therAli®good (and yours) in your life. This side
of eternity will be wrought with mistakes and fags. However, in God’s love for you, He will
show you that He uses every one of those failwé&sahsform your life.

God WILL heal you.
“He heals the brokenhearteand binds up their wounds.” Psalm 147:3

Regardless of the trauma that you may haverexqred in life that has created woundedness
in your soul, God will heal you. The depth of youwundedness and pain makes no difference.
This healing may not be overnigh, but He will hgali according to His time schedule.

God WILL renew your mind.

“Do not conform any longer to the pattern of thiend, but be transformely the renewing of
your mind.” Romans 12:2

God knows the lies that you believe about Hiourself, and others. He will renew your
mind by replacing those lies with His truth.

God WILL transform your life into His likeness.

“And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect thed’s glory, are being transformed into his
likenesswith ever-increasing glory, which comes from tloed, who is the Spirit.”
2 Corinthians 3:18

His part is to transform your life into to Hikeness. His likeness would be described as His
love, joy, peace, security, and righteousnesslikiisess is that part of His divine nature that He
allows you to partake of (2 Peter 1:4).

7. God As The Initiator Is Always FOR You.

“And God is ableto make all grace abound to yothat always having all sufficiency in
everything, you may have an abundance for everg geed.” 2 Corinthians 9:8

“For | am confident of this very thing that He whegan a good work in yawill perfect it until
the day of Christ Jesus.” Philippians 1:6
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“for it is God who is at workn you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.”
Philippians 2:13

God is constantly initiatingis transforming work in your life. Since we cahpooduce the
work in our lives, we are totally dependent on Hoxdo His work in us. The faith-confidence
we can have is that He is working every momentlifeir

He is initiating His work in you to:

Reveal to you the death of your self-life.

Move you from unbelief to belief.

Cause you to enter into His rest in the midst okasity.

Resolve your conflicts or to change your attitugdéhie midst of your conflict.
Give you a willingness for Him to accomplish a dereywork in your life.
Reveal Himself, His grace, and the abundant lifilim.

Cause you to see the “unseen” realm as a greaiéythan the “seen” realm.

NookrwhE

8. God Is EOR You As The “I AM” Of Your Life
“|_amthe way, the truth and the lifeJohn 14:6

God is not the God of “l will be” or the Gofl‘dwas.” He is the God of the “I| AM.” In other
words He is your Supply. He promises to be the Wag/,Truth, and the Life in and through you.

What Are Some Of The Ways That God Is The “I AM” Of Your Life?

| AM loving you unconditionally regardless of what yolhave done, are doing, or will do.
“We love, becausele first loved us’ 1 John 4:19

The word for God'’s love in the New Testamerttagape.” This word describes God'’s love as
constant and unconditional. We believe the lie have to do something to earn God’s love.
We believe that if we don’t perform or accomplisimething, God will not love us. One of the
most freeing truths in scripture is tiaod’s love is NOT based on what you do or do not do

| AM_intimately concerned with every detail of your lik.

“Thou dost scrutinize my path and my lying downd art intimately acquainted with all my
ways” Psalm 139:3

We know theologically that God knows all abgot and me. However, in the midst of our
issues and struggles we tend to forget that Gdtki® with His concern and compassion for us.
He is intimately acquainted with everything abootiyAs a result you can be honest with Him
about your situation and how you feel about it.

| AM unconditionally accepting you regardless of your éhavior.

“ Accept one another, then, ju Christ accepted yqun order to bring praise to God.”
Romans 15:7



You will feel rejection many times in yourdifHowever, rejection will never come from God
because you are unconditionally accepted by Hinmkrabout it for a moment. There is nothing
you can or cannot do that will cause God to reyect This doesn’t mean that He condones
sinful behavior. Your behavior has nothing to déhwsod’s acceptance of you.

| AM_in union with you, and | will therefore never abardon you.Hebrews 13:5

You are in union with God (John 14:20). Theref He can NEVER leave you because He is
in union with you for eternity. You never have tomy about your eternal security because of
your union with Him.

| AM in sovereign control of your life.

“Who(Jesus Christ)py the power that enables Him to bring everythingder His control will
transform our lowly bodies so that they will beelidis glorious body.” Philippians 3:21
(Parenthesis mine)

God is sovereign over your life. In other wo@od will never allow anything to come into
your life unless it is for His purposes. He is ypuotection. Psalm 127:1 says, “TherD will
protect you from all evil; He will keep your soul.”

| AM faithful even if you are faithless.
“If we are faithlessHe remains faithfut for He cannot deny Himself.” 2 Timothy 2:13

You and | will always struggle with our faithfess toward God. Regardless of your lack of
faith, God will always be faithful since it is pat His essence. Therefore, unlike vascillating
humans, God faithfully is working in your life toalv you to Himself.

“The Lord is for me ..... " Psalm 118:6

Why Do | Struggle With My Beliefs About God If God Is FOR
Me?

1. You Don’'t Understand The Ways of God. God Isa M _YSTERY!

“l say to God my Rock,Why have you forgotten mé&¥hy must | go about mourning,
oppressed by the enemy?” Psalm 42:9

When we are in the midst of a painful strugmievhen we witness tragedy in other people’s
lives, we tend to turn to the Lord and ask, “WhyRAw¥re you allowing this pain? Why don’t
you remove it? Why is it going on so long?” The $iguestions are a normal part of our
“‘humanness.” It is the question of a finite mingirig to comprehend an infinite God. | believe
that the number one reason why we struggle with i&ldlat we are finite human beings with
finite understanding while interacting with a Gddrdinite wisdom and understanding. Let’s
face it. God is a mystery, and we don't like myigterWe want to always understand and figure
things out. When we don’t or can’t, then our hurtemdency is too doubt God’s goodness and
His love. The truth is that we will never figure Gout. Our part igiot to figure Him out! Our
part is to trust in His infinite power, ability, darstanding, and control in every area of our life.
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2. You Have Believed the Lies That Religion Has Tol d You About God.

“So theLORD's angerburned against Israel, anide made them wander in the wilderness forty
years,until the entire generatiorof those who had done evil in the sight of thedLaas
destroyed."Numbers 32:13

| believe that one of the biggest culpritb@&lieving the lies that we do about God is religion
In addition to your parent’s influence, the othezag influence in your life concerning what you
believe about God is what religion taught you aliéat. What did religion teach you about
God? Was He portrayed as an angry God, a conderf@odga punishing God, a distant God, or
a God that you must perform for to earn His loweeptance, and worth?

| have heard pastors and teachers take ageakka the one above in Numbers 32:13 and
build a case for an angry God who is waiting taggi@dnd condemn you the moment you step out
of line. The false concepts you may have been tacgghmake a deep impression on your belief
system about who God is and how He relates to (¢ahare this not to condemn those pastors
or teachers because in most cases they were osdingadown the lying beliefs that they were
taught about God.)

3. You Feel That You Have To Do Something To Earn G od’s Love, Acceptance,
And Worth.

“They said therefore to Him,What shallwe do, that we may work the works of Gdd
John 6:28

We have all grown up in a culture that sayd stou must do something or perform for
someone’s love, acceptance, and worth. Unfortupadeice this has been such an integral part
of our lives, we have brought that same mindset @tristianity. This false concept brings us to
the conclusion that we must do something to eantis3ove, acceptance, and worth. Religion
propagates this lie by saying that you must livdarra set of rules or laws to please God.
Therefore, you may have a quiet time, evangelizegove in the church because you believe this
is what you must “do” to be pleasing and acceptabl&od.

4. The Lies You Believe About God Become the Truth  To You.
“Then we will no longer be like children, forevehanging our minds about what we believe

because someone has told us something differdregcause someone has cleverly lied to us and
made the lie sound like the truth.” Ephesians 4: 14 (NLT)

The lying beliefs that you have about Godssrembedded in your belief systems that they
create roadblockm your soul to God’s truth. The problem is thatijnave believed the lies
about God long enough so that they have becomigutieto you. Therefore, whe@od'’s truth
concerning Himself comes against your lies, your melency may well be to believe your lies
over God'’s truth.

Refer to the sheet titled “Who Is God To You” and nark the items that you don't believe
are completely true.
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5. You Have Unrealistic Expectations Of God.

“From that time on Jesus began to explain to h&cgtiles that he must go to Jerusalem and
suffer many things at the hands of the elders f ¢hiiests and teachers of the law, and that he
must be killed and on the third day be raisedfe Reter took him aside and began to rebuke
him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen tou!” Matthew 16:21, 22

As a result of your false perception of Goal) ylevelop false or unrealistic expectations of
God. At the beginning of Jesus’s relationship whité disciples, the expectation was that Jesus
had come to reign as Deliverer and King. When Retard the prophetic words of Jesus in
Matthew 16 concerning His death on the cross, leeskacked! He never expected that Jesus
would hang on a criminal’s cross and die a horrd#ath. He had false expectations about God.
Unfortunately, we, too, have similar unrealistipegtations based on false beliefs that lead us to
false conclusions. Look at the examples below:

If God loves me, then He will prevent hurtful sitioas or relationships in my life.

If God is in control, then | will not lose my jolr if | do, He will quickly find me another one.
If God is my protector, then He will protect me ang family from adversity.

If God , then

If God , then

If your false expectations or conclusions concegridod are not met, then you easily can
become furthedisillusioned with God.

6. Satan Continues to Deceive You and Tempt You To  Doubt God.

“For God knows that in the day you eat from it yayes will be opened, aydu will be like
God, knowing good and evil.” Genesis 3:5

How does Satan involve himself in developingeinforcing your false concepts about God?
Remember, the only historian in your life is Satda.and his spiritual forces have been keeping
data files on your life since birth. He helped s#hapd reinforce your false concepts of God. He
will use your history against you. He does thistimeast four ways. Satan widmpt you in
those areas of false beliefs. He will also trgdéaeiveyou into believing that God is not Who
He says He is. When you do doubt God, Satanaeduseyou. Finally, after you succumb to the
temptation, deception, or accusation, he will trggndemnyou.

If You Believe The Lies.....

You Will Doubt God.

“Now the serpent was more crafty than any of thiel awhimals the LORD God had made. He
said to the womanpid God really say;You must not eat from any tree in the garden?”
Genesis 3:1

In the garden before the Fall, Adam and Eveeviretotal harmony with God. They only
heard one voice day after day, and that was GamtevIt was a voice that they trusted and
believed. They lived in total dependence on Godcbse that is all they knew. Then one day
there came another voice. It was the voice of Sdtae first words from the voice of Satan
were, “Did God really say...?” It was this voice tharoduced a new word to Adam’s and Eve’s
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vocabulary DOUBT. Up until that time Adam and Eve had no reasodiouabt God. However,
when their belief system was challenged, doubtperéén and led to disobedience and spiritual
death. You see, all it takes is a little leaven@dibt to destroy the truth about God. Where do
your doubts about God lead?

Doubt Leads to Unbelief.

“As a result of this many dflis disciples withdrewand were not walking with Him anymore.”
John 6:66

Once you start down the trail of doubt, yon gat to a point where you can’t trust God at
many (or any) level(s)lo the extent that you doubt God will be the extenthat you don’t
believe Him.Doubt that leads to unbelief can create angertterbess toward God. As these
attitudes grow in your life, instead of going todzas the solution to your problems, you will try
to find answers from other people, or you may d¢rgisstract, suppress, or even deny your
problems. This can eventually lead to despairteopklessness in life. If this happeysy will
eventually give upon God and His ability to work in your life. | believe that this is the
condition of many believers today. Instead of wadkin the transforming power of God, they
simply live out their lives coping with lifen their own resources while waiting to be delegkr
from this earthly body at death.

Remember:
What you believe or how you feel about God does not change the truth about God.

The Line and God’s Truth Versus Your Lies

“lam ....the truth...” John 14:6

The truth In Your Spirit
God is FOR you Because He is:

Unconditionally Loving Able
Intimate Forgiving
Full of grace Merciful
Kind Compassionate
Involved Patient
Faithful Sovereign

The LIES in Your Soul
6od is NOT for you because He is:

Distant Insensitive
Uncaring Controlling
Angry Condemning
Impatient Disinterested
Cruel Unforgiving
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Practical Application To Draw Closer To God

1. Learn and meditate on God’s word.

To develop a better understanding of God, it igeisal that we learn His word. We see this in
Proverbs 1:5:

“A wise man will hear and increada learning...”

Why do we learn His word? Hebrews 4:12 tells us:

“For the word of Gadis living and active. Sharper than any double-etigeord, it penetrates
even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and martatjudges the thoughts and attitudes of the
heart.”

Meditate on His word.

As important as it is to learn God’s word, it isuatly important to meditate on His word. What
does meditate mean? Meditation, in the spirituassgis engaging God to give you insight and

revelation as you think about, ponder, or focu&omad and His word.

“My eyes stay open through the watches of the niglat | maymeditateon your promises.”
Psalm 119:48

Learning His word must be mixed with faith in order to be changed by it.
“... faith comes fronmearing, andhearing by theword of Christ” Romans 10:17

“For indeed we have had good news preached touss$,gs they also; but the word they heard
did not profit them becausdt was not united by faithn those who heard.” — Hebrews 4:2

“ Sanctifythem in the truth; Thy word is truth” John 17:17
We are to engage God in regards to His Word.
The following are some examples of what that migbk like:

“Lord, | am entrusting the lies about You to Youtlsat You can renew my mind with Your
truth.”

“l am asking You to make Your word real to me peadly.”
“I do not understand this scripture. Give me ingighd revelation.”

“Bring Your word to my mind during the day and apfilin the situations that | will be faced
with today.”

13



2. Talk to and (most importantly) listen to God.
“But as for me, | trust in You, O Lord;shy,” You are my God Psalm 31:14

“I'will thank you Lord, with all my heart; | wiltell of all the marvelous thingyou have done.
I will be filled with joy because of you. | wilhg praises to your name, O Most High.”
Psalm 9:1

So many believers want the “things” of Godhwiiit wanting a relationship with Him. God'’s
unchanging plan is for relationship with you. Hentgato commune with you and to enjoy you
moment by moment. Therefore, talk to Him and dgvégpiritual ears” to listen to Him. Can
you imagine that the infinite God of the universants a personal relationship with you? It's
true!

“Blessed is the man wHistensto Me, watching daily at my doors, waiting at nopdvay.”
Psalm 8:34

3. Pursue God to reveal His word to you, to healy  our woundedness, to resolve
your problems, and to transform your life.

“ Ask and it will be given to yowseekand you will find;knock and the door will be opened to
you. For everyone whasks receiveshe whoseeks findsand to him whdnocks, the door will
be opened. Matthew 7:7-8

| know for many believers it is hard to entrtistir issues to a God that they don’t trust.
However, since God is the only solution (whetherbgkeve it or not), it is essential that we
seek God. Much like the Syrophoenician woman whsysed Jesus until He exclaimed that He
had not seen such “great” faith (Matthew 15:21-28), too, need to pursue Him until He
answers.
What does it look like to pursue God?
The following are some examples of pursuing God:
“Change my resistant heart and give me a willingn@spursue You.”
“Be my patience as | wait on Your perfect timingesolving this situation.”

“Be my endurance as | go through this trial.”

Ultimately We Know That God Is For Us Because of Hi s Unchanging Plan

“His unchanging plan has always been to adopt us his ownfamily by bringing us to
Himself through Jesus ChristAnd this gave Him great pleasure.” Ephesians 1:5

One of the guarantees that we know that Géat igs is because God will be faithful in
carrying out His unchanging plan of intimate redaghip with us. He is pursuing us, wooing us,
and drawing us into a love relationship becauddisfeternal heart for us. So, YES this
awesome, loving God within you is FOR you!
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Lies Versus The Truth Concerning God

Lie — This situation is impossible for God
Truth — All things are possible with God. Luke 1:37

Lie — God cannot handle this problem
Truth — He can do all beyond what you can ask inktfEphesians 3:20

Lie — God does not love me since He allowed thisappen to me.
Truth — God the Father loves you as much as Hedldesus while He was on the cross.
John 17:23

Lie — God is not in control of this problem
Truth — God is absolutely sovereign. He knows tie feom the beginning. Isaiah 40:12-31

Lie — | have to be the “fixer” of this problem.
Truth — Only Jesus can fix the problem. John 18565

Lie - | have failed, or I am a failure becauseha$ situation
Truth — There are no failures in God’s plan. Hd wdle it all for your good. Romans 8:28

Lie — | feel that God has distanced Himself from ane my problem.

Truth — He can’t be any closer to you than Hegbhtrhow because He has joined Himself to
your spirit and is now in a permanent union witlhuyd Corinthians 6:17

15



WHO GOD IS TO YOU

Genesis 15:1 He is your shield (defense) and yery great reward.
Jeremiah 32:17 Nothing is too difficult fom
Ephesians 3:20 He is able to do immeasurabhe than all you can ask or imagine

Romans 8:31 If God is for you, who carapainst you?

Romans 8:38-39  Nothing in all creation can s&gayou from His love.

John 17:23 He loves you as much as Hesldesus.

Isaiah 40:12-31 He is absolutely sovereign, Who knows the end ftloenbeginning.
Isaiah 46:3-10 His purposes will stand.

Psalm 103 His love for you is gredtemn the height of the heavens above the

earth. He's removed ysins from us and has compassion on you as
a loving father on a swrdaughter.
Hebrews 13:5 He will never ever leave youfoosake you.
Psalm 86:15 He is gracious and compasspshiw to anger and abounding in
love and faithfulness.
Matthew 11:29 He is gentle, tender and hurmbleeart. He gives you rest for your soul.
Ephesians 3:16-19 His love for you is beyond ymatural mind's ability to grasp.
Colossians 3:12  He has chosen you and lovesigarly.

Psalm 23 He is your shepherd. Hdeguyou and supplies all your needs.

John 10:14-15 He restores your soul.

Romans 8:28 He has everything rigged to work/éar good.

Psalm 25:3 No one who puts their hopdim will be put to shame or disappointed
Psalm 86:5 He is kind and forgiving and abougdimlove to all who call upon Him.
John 3:1 He has made you His own child.

Colossians 1:13  He has transferred you outekihgdom of darkness and into the
kingdom of His beloved Son.

| Corinthians 1:25 His "foolishness" is wiser thaan's wisdom.

| Corinthians 1:30 He is your wisdom, righteousiémliness, and redemption.

Philippians 4:19 He meets all of your needs eding to His glorious riches in Christ.

Ephesians 1:3 He has blessed you with everitisgiblessing in heavenly places in Christ

Il Corinthians 3:5 He is your adequacy.

Philippians 1: 6 He will complete the work tlirdg has begun in you.

Psalm 34:15 His eyes are upon you, and Hisagarspen to your cry.

Psalm 34:18 He is close to the broken heameldsaves those who are crushed in spirit.
John 6:37 Whoever comes to Him He woll cast out.

Psalm 37:23-24  Though you stumble, He uphgddswith His hand.

Jude 24 & 25 He is able to keep you frorirfgland to present you before His glorious

presence without fault with exceeding ecstdgiight (Amplified version).
Proverbs 19:21 He is absolutely sovereigd,\aur interests are safe with Him.
Il Corinthians 9:8 He is able to make all Hisg@rabound to you so that at all times you
will have all that you need to abdun every good work.
| Corinthians 6:17 He has joined Himself with you.
Il Corinthians 2:14 He has made you conquerorsvastdrs in Him.

Romans 8:29 He has predestined you torbe@mnformed to the image of Christ.
Romans 5:17 Your destiny is to reign wilim both now and in the ages to come.
Psalm 62:8 He is your refuge and @netiom you can always pour out your heart.
Colossians 2:13-14 He pardons sin, forgives trassgons, and delights to shows mercy.
Isaiah 54:17 He will not allow any weapohieh is formed against you to prevail

Romans 8:31-34 He is for you and will not let amydring a charge against you or
condemn you.

Ephesians 2:5-6 He has made you alive with Chndthas raised you up with Him and
seate@ou with Him in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.
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False Beliefs About God

PART ONE - Lies/Distortions - God IS:

PBOoNoOAWNE

Judging me
Waiting to punish me for my sin
Cold and distant

Angry or unhappy with me
Condemning me

The author of pain and suffering
Indifferent

Not in control

Like my earthly parents in that

PART TWO - Distortions: God IS NOT:

HOONOOAWNE

0.

Safe

Loving
Secure
Willing
Merciful
Trustworthy
Caring

Able
Sovereign

This makes me FEEL that:

CoNooO~WNE

| am not loved.

| am not acceptable.

| am not worthy.

| am not secure.

| am condemned.

| have to solve the problem with my own resources.
| don’t matter.

| have to perform for His love.

As a result of my false beliefs, | DON'T:

NoOUAwWNE

Want a relationship with Him.

Entrust my struggles to Him.
Surrender my rights to Him.

Abide in His sufficiency.

Seek an intimate relationship with Him.
Believe that He will

Believe He will deliver me from or through
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CONCEPT OF GOD

1. When | think about God, | feel

2. Sometimes | wish that God would

3. What frustrates me most about God is

4. Sometimes | get angry with God when

5. The one thing that | would change in my relaglap with God is

6. The one thing that | would change about myseffiease God is

7. The secret thought about God that | strugglea @ibd is

8. The one question about God that | would likbdage answered is

10. The one thing that | have the most troublsting God with is

11. One thing I'm afraid that God will do is
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