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dependence upon Him or else continue trying to ntake
Christian life work apart from Him. My prayer isathyou
will choose dependence upon Him. As you do, youvdb
begin to experience His supernatural work in yder |

“l am the way, the truth, and the_life”

Jesus

Do You Want To Know More?

This study may have given you answers to sofm@ur
questions, but it may have generated more questiomgell.
If so, |I hope that you would go to our website
www.christislifeministries.comand look under theStore
section. The next booklet in this discipleship egrthat |
would recommend that you read is calleédng Life From A
New SourceYou can either purchase this booklet online or
you can download it for free. You will also seenaadl group
study by the same name. | would recommend thisiserby
individuals, small groups, married couples, or unday
school groups.

In addition to these materials, you can go the
Discipleship section of this website and find more
discipleship materials under the section titl@cipleship
Studies. | want to thank you for taking your time to go
through this study. I trust that the Lord will makéat you
have learned become an experiential reality in Viteias He
has in mine.

26



Where God Has Brought Me Thus Far

My desire through this study is for you to argtand the
foundational truth that the Christian life is trudy“WHO”
and not a “WHAT.” It is the very life of Christ Wheants to
live His life in you. It is a life that you canndive for
yourself. After struggling for so many years andnlg from
lying beliefs, God brought a man into my life ontQuer 4,
1998 who said these words:

“God never intended for you to live the life that
only Christ can live in you.”

| was stunned as | heard these words bechisse/as the
first person who told me that it was not up to méite the
Christian life. As | mentioned before, after thiggars as a
Christian | was not experiencing any real victdrgedom,
or abundance. The truth was that | was in totabdiesl was
just about to walk out on God and my Christian .life
However, God, in His grace, knew at that precisenert
that | was ready to hear these words. As a re&@dt has
freed me of my chronic fear, anxiety, and inadeguBtease
don't hear that | have arrived. God's process of
transformation is a life-long process. However, s done
enough transformation in my life that | can saymwitaul in
Ephesians 3:20 that God:

“..... IS ABLE to do exceeding abundantly beyond all that
we ask or thinkaccording to the power that works within
us.”

You may be where | was for so many years. Jflscust
that through this study God has brought you toeagwhere
you are ready to allow Him to live His life in yokternally
more than you can imagine, He wants to live His iif you
and to radically change your life. The choice thati now
have to make is whether or not you will chooseive In
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Introduction

You may be wondering at this point what trdtlam
referring to in the title. Therefore, let me ade test of the
question:

Is what you believe about living the Christian life
the truth?

It has been said that you will not live beyondat you
believe, which brings me back to my original quasti“ls
what you believe the truth?”

| have written this booklet because after salvgears of
ministry | have discovered that many Christiansadoknow
the truth about living the Christian life and aherefore not
experiencing the Christian life that God intendedvould
encourage you to compare what you believe with V@wat's
Word says about living the Christian life and detiere if
you are living from the truth. Before | go any fugt, | want
to share part of my spiritual journey with you teab out
why these truths that | will be sharing are essgrit be
understood.

My Personal Journey

| trusted Christ for salvation at age 18. Abelgan my
Christian journey | asked the question, “What i th
Christian life, and how do 1 live it?” | assumeathf you
have been a Christian for any length of time tha pave
asked this question as well.

When | asked myself the question, the ansvaey iw two
parts. The first part was that | was required tocedain
things for God so that He would love me and be pleased
with me. The second part was the list of what | essected
to do:



* Have a quiet time with the Lord every day.

» Learn the Word of God and practice it.

* Learn how to evangelize and then go and evangelize.
» Go to church and give to the church.

* Learn how to minister and then go and minister.

Initially | appreciated having this list besauwp until that
point | had lived my life by gaining understandirof
something and then acting on that knowledge toraptish
what | thought that | needed to do. | assumed lthiag the
Christian life was a lot like my job in that | leead how to
do it and then went and did it.

Therefore, | believed that if | learned whateleded to do
and then accomplished the list, God would be pbthase
would love me, and | would be happy. After all, ukeslid
promise in John 10:10 that | could have an abunti&nin
Him. Therefore, | began a thirty year journey ging to do
what | was told would produce a “successful” Claistife.

| did all the things on the checklist, andd them well. |
really felt that | was doing all that God was asgkof me, but
| still felt that | was falling short. | felt thaven with all that
| was doing for Him that | still was not measuriag to His
expectations of me. My life looked like this polaulter
trying to jump over the “bars” of expectations thaelieved
were from God. The result was that my Christia@ liecame
a thirty year life of working and striving to kegpmping
over as many bars as | needed to please God amhe to
happy. When happiness and a sense of pleasing &a n
came, | simply gave up. | would still read my Bitded
would go to church, but it became hollow and withou
meaning.

The ULTIMATE outcome of trusting Christ to live His life

in you is a personal, intimate relationship with Hi m.

Questions: Did you realize God’s unchanging plan for you
according to Ephesians 1:5? Did you realize tloat were
created for a close relationship with God?

Meditate: on Ephesians 1:4-5 and ask God to persuade you
in a deeper way of His desire to have a love @hstiip with
you.

Summary
These are key points to remember from this study:

1. The Christian life is NOT a formula, checklist,aset

of legalistic standards that God expects you tpkee

The Christian life is a PERSON, Jesus Christ.

The Christian life is about Christ living His lif&l

you.

4. God is to be your SOURCE for living life.

5. As your Source He PROMISES to heal, to free, to
restore, and to transform you.

6. Your part in the Christian life is DEPENDENCE.

7. Faith is an ATTITUDE of dependence that allows
Him to be your Source.

8. The OUTCOME of allowing God to live in you is
freedom, victory, healing, supply, and transforimati

9. The ultimate outcome of God living in you is a
deeper, more personal relationship with Him.

wmn
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The Ultimate Outcome of Christ Living In You

In order to understand the ultimate outcomeCafist
living in us, we need to first understand His ptanman in
Ephesians 1:5:

“His unchanging plan has always been to adopt us His
own family bybringing us to Himselfthrough Jesus Christ.
And this gave Him great pleasure.”

God’s unchanging plan is twing you to Himself. Why?
It is because God wants a deeper, personal rethipnvith
you. The truth is that God does not need a relsiignwith
you. However, He_wanta relationship with you. God’s
motivation behind His desire for a deeper relatmavith
you is His unconditional love. We see this in Epaes 1:4:

“Long ago, even before He made the world, Gmgedus
andchoseusin Christ...”

The truth according to this scripture is tGad has loved
you for an eternity. Before you were born, he wasting to
pour out His love on you. Now that you are heretlois
earth, God initially poured out that love on thess so that
you would never be separated from Him. Howevernethg
much more than salvation in God’s plan. His degréhat
you live dependently upon Him as your Source figrdind to
experience the transformation that He promises. d¥ew
more than that, God wants you to know Him and B Ifor
you. This is why Paul said near the end of His Slam
walk:

“Yes, everything else is worthless when compared
with the priceless gain of knowin@hrist Jesus my
Lord. | have discarded everything else, counting it
all as garbage, so that | may have Christ.”
Philippians 3:8
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In Addition, | Had Internal Struggles.

Even before | was saved, | had ongoing stasgwith
anxiety, fear, and inadequacy. Many of those stegggere
a result of abuse, rejection, and woundedness.olight
these deep struggles into my Christian journeyedpérately
wanted to be free of these struggles. | was tohlt thl
learned enough biblical truth, I could take thathrwith my
strength, ability, and God’s help and set mysekefr
Therefore, | studied the bible diligently, learnitigth after
truth. | then took that truth and tried in my owhild&y and
willpower for thirty years to set myself free froiie
bondage that I felt.

The result after thirty years was that | eigrezed no
freedom. In fact, the bondage to these problemg lbetame
worse. After all those years of living what | thtmigvas the
truth, | concluded that | had done everything tatryone
had told me about living the Christian life, andvias NOT
working. My question was, “Am | believing the tryutbr am
| believing a lie about living the Christian life¥What do you
think?

What Do You Believe About Living The Christian
Life?

Before we go on, | think that this is a goaché to
explore what you believe about the Christian lifet me do
that by asking you a few questions:

* Do you believe that the Christian life is abouttagr
things that you should be doing for God to please
Him and to be loved by Him? If so, do you believe
that God is pleased with you?

* Do you see the Christian life as one where younlear
what to do and then go and accomplish it by your
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own ability with God’s help? If so, do you believe
that you have done enough?

* Do you believe that the Christian life is about YOU
being the source to live the Christian life withd3o
help?

* Do you believe that the Christian life is about you
getting your sin under control? If so, how welthsit
working for you?

Do you feel that you have n obligation to do any tife
following?

* Have a quiet time.

* Pray.

* Memorize scripture.
« Evangelize.

* Go to church.

* Minister to others.

What About The Struggles That You Are Facing?

What internal or external struggles are you facitgy?
what you believe working in dealing with these
struggles?

* Are you experiencing God’s promises of freedom and
victory concerning your defeating sin patterns?

What Are The Results Of What You Believe?

* Is your Christian life, meeting your expectations?
* Are you satisfied and fulfilled by what you belieige
the truth about living the Christian life? Are you

happy?
5

* Will destroy your sin strongholds.
* Will transform your life to think, feel, choose, ard
behave like Christ.

A Life Lived By Faith Fulfills Your Spiritual Desti ny.

The outcome of a life lived in dependence u@aad will
result in fulfilling your spiritual destiny. Your p#itual
destiny is found in Romans 8:29:

“For whom He foreknew, He algoredestinedo become
conformed to the image of His Sothat He might be the
first-born among many brethren.”

In other words, God is transforming our livegh the
result that we will think, feel, choose, and behbie Christ.
This is not a result of trying to imitate Christ.ig a life that
God produces in you as you depend on Him by faith.
realized after being a Christian for 30 years thatuld not
produce self-transformation. However, as | begastimng
God to do what | tried to do for all those yearg, bégan a
radical transformation in my life.

Exercise: Is there some area of your life that you want
victory over? Is there some defeating sin pattardymg
belief that you want freedom from? Is there sontéude
that you want transformed? Since God is the onlg @ho
can produce these changes in your life, come to d&fichask
Him to begin the transformation process. It isepsif faith
that might look like this:

“Lord, | can’t produce the victory, freedom, or hieg that |
need. | am trusting You to transform my life instlarea.”
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Meditate: on the truth that faith is an attitude of deper@en * Do you feel that you are measuring up to God’'s
from which you receive all of what God promisesytm as expectations? If not, how does that make you feel?
you trust Him. Since we cannot produce His promisesur

life, our part must be to come to Him, to acknowledur

need, and to ask Him to do His work in us. Is what you believe about living the Christian life

producing the joy, the peace, and the

What Is The Result Of Living By Faith?
transformation that you desire and that God
As we cooperate with God by faith, He unleashis
POWER into us to transform our lives. We see tims i
Ephesians 3:20 and Ephesians 1:19-20: If not, is it possible that you are not believingt  he

promises?

truth about living the Christian life?

“Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantlybnd
all that we ask or think, according to the (God®werthat
works within us...” Ephesians 3:20 (Parenthesisehin

If you feel that your Christian walk is not #iat it could

“| pray that you will begin to understand thiacredible be, I would like to share biblical truth about wi@ad says is
greatness of His_powefor us who believe him. This is the the Christian life and see how it compares with wWwau
same mighty powethat raised Christ from the deadnd believe. | would like to start by looking at whatslis and
seated him in the place of honor at God'’s right dham the Paul said about what the Christian life is.
heavenly realms.” Ephesians 1:19, 20

| believe that if we truly understood the miagme of What Does Jesus Say About Living The Christian
God’'s power within us, we would have a greater waflk Life?

faith. | hear so few Christians talk about the poafeGod. Is
it because they have not truly experienced His pownve
changing their lives? If we don’t continually puesGod by
faith, we will not experience His transforming pawe our

Jesus says:

“...I AM theway, the truth, anthe LIFE ...”

; . ) ! ; John 14:6
lives. What are some things that His power willaoplish *...1 AM the resurrection anthe LIFE "
as you walk by faith? John 11:25 -

GOD'S POWER: “He who has the Son hdkeLIFE ....” 1 John 5:12

* Will make His promises an experiential reality in

your life. What is Jesus saying in these three verses?
* Will renew your mind to believe His truth.

* Will heal your woundedness.
21 6



Jesus is saying that He IS the LIFE.
What kind of life do you think that He is referring
to?

Read what Paul believes in Colossians 3:4:
“..Christwho isYOURIife...”

Paul makes this more personal by saying thatsCis
your life. Is it possible that Paul is saying that tife bf
Christ is more than just the eternal life that Hee you at
salvation?

| believe that Paul answers that question ifigphans
1:21:

“For me, to livelS Christ...”

Paul is telling us that Christ is more thanrreé life at
salvation. He is saying that life for him is Jeslisiself.

What can we conclude from the words of Jesus and B&

Jesus not only came to give you eternal life.
He also wants to BE your LIFE!
In other words, the Christian life is a Person.
It is Christ Himself.

Have you ever thought about the truth thaisthvants to
be your life? What do you think that Paul meant nvihe
said that for him to live IS Christ?

achieve anything additionally for God. Christ hasel it all.
If this is true, then what is God’s plan for man® \&ke the
answer in Colossians 2:6:

“As youreceivedChrist Jesusso walkin Him”

Paul is saying that faith is an act of “recegul’ Your faith
walk began “as you received” Christ for salvatidihen
Paul says, “so walk in Him,” it means that aftelwation the
Christian life is one of continuous receiving fr@od.

What are some of the things that we continue “receing”
from God after salvation?

« His life
* His power
» His victory

* His freedom
e His transformation
* His love

In addition to receiving, faith is atactive” act of
trusting God and acknowledging to Him your needHamn
to accomplish what He promises to do in your IAs. you
come to God through acts of faith, He will develejthin
you an ATTITUDE of faith.

Faith is an ongoing ATTITUDE of dependence upon God
that says, “Lord, | am trusting You to accomplish i n my

life what ONLY You can accomplish.”
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If you choose to live independently of Goduywill be
faced with impossible circumstances or relationshipat
you will never be able to fix, solve, or overcomeybur own
strength. If you continue to live independently@dd, you
will continue to live in bondage to what your lyitgliefs,
sin patterns, and flesh produce in you. Apart flohmist you
will never experience the internal abundant lifedan
transformation that He so wants you to experiemceemjoy.

Independence is an ATTITUDE that says, “I can live life,
meet my needs, solve my problems, and be a success

apart from God.”

Questions Is there some impossible circumstance or
relationship that you can't fix, handle, or resdvés it
possible that God caused or allowed that situabgsrove to
you that you need Him as your Source to resolve the
problem?

Meditate: on John 15:5 above and ask God to give you
application of this verse to your life.

How Man Lives In Dependence Upon God

We discovered that our part in living the Ghan life is
dependence. The next question that you may be cqas&in
“How do we as Christians live in dependence uporZ30
Paul gives us the answer in the last part of GalatR:20:

“...the life which I now live in the fledHive by
faith in the Son of God...”

Faith is the “HOW TO” for the believer. It your part in
living dependently upon God. What does faith lodée?
One of the things that Jesus is telling us is #iate His
work was finished on the cross, man does not amthata
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What The Christian Life Is NOT

If Christ truly is the Christian life, therbklieve that this
would be a good place to acknowledge what the Gdunis
life is NOT. It isnot “what” we needto do nor what we
haveto do (or not do) to please God. The Christiamiknot
about checklists, formulas, or keeping a set afqult isnot
a life of striving and struggling to try to produceod’s
promises in our lives. It isot a life that we live FOR God. It
is not a life where we can manufacture the joy, the
happiness, and the peace that we so desire (ahdGtth
promises).

The problem is that many Christians are climgbi
striving, and struggling to live the Christian liferough self-
effort . If this characterizes your life, how wedlit working
for you? Is it producing for you what you desireP, Gave
you given up trying to make the Christian life warkou
may have tried and tried and yet nothing seem$&idnge. If
any of the above is true for you, | hope that yollisontinue
reading because | believe that God is going toaleteeyou
through these next pages the true meaning of Césigour
life.

The True Meaning Of Christ As Your Life

The next question that you may be asking\Wghéat does
it mean that Christ is your life?”

| believe that God sums up what it means thatisCis
your life in 1 Corinthians 1:30:

“He is the SOURCEof your life in Christ Jesus..”

God gives us the answer to our original qoestn the
first part of this verse. When He says that Hehsslife, it
means that through His life He is the SOURCE_fasnjde.
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This may be a new concept for you because so many
Christians have been taught that they are to bedhece for
living the Christian life with God’s help. HoweveGod
makes the truth very clear in 1 Corinthians 1:3CemliHe
says that He is your Source from which to live @feistian

life.

Look at two other verses that reveal that Gsdour
Source for living the Christian life:

“For from Him andthrough Him andto Him are
all things..” Romans 11:36

“In Him welive andmoveand have oubeing” Acts 17:28

Paul is telling us in these verses that thisugh God as
our Source that we live, move through life, and ehaur
very existence. In other words, man was creatdiveéoonly
from God as the Source.

What are some of the ways that God is yourr@oas
revealed in scripture? God promises:

e To meet your needs Philippians 4:19

» To work all your failures, conflicts, and struggles
for good. Romans 8:28

e To be your power over the power of sinl John 3:6

e To renew your mind to believe His truth.
Romans 12:2

* To transform your life. 2 Corinthians 3:18

e To draw you into intimate relationship with
Himself. Ephesians 1:5

What Jesus is telling us is that He livedoitak
dependence upon the Father.

If Christ lived in total dependence upon His Father , then

how should we live?

Meditate: on the verses above and ask God to reveal to you
in a personal way the truth that you are desigwoelivé in
total dependence upon God.

Man Was Not Designed To Live Independently of
God.

In the last part of John 15:5, Jesus givehaskéy reason
why our daily Christian walk must be one of depemude

R apartfrom Me you can damothing.”

What does Jesus mean when He says that ‘apartMe
you can do nothing?” We know in part what He means
because we know that apart from Jesus’s work orcrbes
we would not be saved. However, this truth from bard
extends beyond our salvation. It involves everyt pérour
life. What are some of the results of living ap&dm
dependence upon Christ?

Apart from dependenceupon Christ there will be:

* NO power over sin.

* NO victory over the flesh.

* NO freedomfrom defeating sin patterns.

* NO healing of woundedness.

* NO fruit of the Spirit produced in your life.

* NO transformation to be conformed to the image of
Christ.
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vine for life, you, as a spiritual branch, are desdto live
totally dependent upon God, the spiritual Vine, for lifbe
word “abide” is another word fatependence As we abide
in Jesus, we are living dependently upon Him. Tioeeg
God'’s design for man is that we walk in total degence
upon God as the Source for living life.

We first see God’s plan for dependence playgdn the
Garden of Eden before the Fall of man. Adam and e
totally dependent upon God to meet their every nééis
was God's design from the beginning, and it has not
changed.

The following truth is a critical foundation&iuth for
living the Christian life:

God created man to live DEPENDENTLY upon
Someone greater than himself.
And, that Someone is God!

One of the purposes for Jesus becoming a mantwa
reveal to Christians how we should live the Chaistife. He
did this by telling us how He lived in relationship His
Father. We can better understand their relationiripugh
the following verses:

“1 can do nothing on My own initiativeAs | hear, | judge;
and My judgment is just , because | do not seekwtywill,
but the will of Him who sent Me.” John 5:30

“Jesus therefore said, ‘When you lift up the Savant, then
you will know that | am He, aniddo nothing on My own
initiative, but | speak these things as the Father taught’Me.
John 8:28
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If God is to be the Source from which you are to li ve life,

does that mean that God does NOT intend for YOUto  be

the source? If He is the Source, does God want to help
YOU be the source?

What Kind Of Life Is Christ’s Life?

What does God promise Christians that thér should
look like? We see at least a partial answer insteond part
of John 10:10:

“...I have come that they might have life and have it
abundantly”

In this verse Jesus promises abundant lif¢hiebeliever.
What kind of abundance is Jesus talking about? lani
external abundance of health or wealth? Or coulzkithat
the Lord is referring to an internal, spiritual adance? We
know that God never promises external abundance.
Therefore, Jesus must be referring to a spiritbaindance
that comes from within. If this is true, you may éagking,
“What is spiritual abundance? When can | expectriity
experience this abundance in my life? How will gpal
abundance affect the internal and external cosflint my
life? Most importantly, what must | do to experienc
abundant life?”

Questions: Do you believe that the promise of abundant
living is for you today, or will you have to waintil you get

to heaven to experience it? If someone asked ymudg/ou
honestly answer that you are experiencing an amiride?
What do you think internal abundance looks like?

Meditate: on John 10:10 and begin asking God to give you
further understanding of what internal abundano&ddike.
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God’s Promises Of Abundant Living

The following are some of the promises thatl Gves us
concerning abundant living:

Victory — over the power of sin, the flesh, the world, and
Satan.

“but thanks be to GodiVho gives us theictory through
our Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 Corinthians 15:57

Freedom - from sin patterns and strongholds that we
can’'t seem to overcome.

“So Christ has really set us freéNow make sure that you
stay free, and don’t get tied up again in slaveryite law.”
Galatians 5:1

Renewing — of your mind to believe God’s truth versus
your lying beliefs

“do not be conformed to this world, but be transhed by
therenewing of your mind..” Romans 12:2

Healing — of your past and present woundedness.

“He healsthe brokenhearted ari@inds up their wounds.”
Psalm 147:3

Supplying — God Himself is your Source to meet every
need in your life.

“My God shallsupplyall your needsaccording to His
riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:19
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These words have eternal significance for as
Christians. Christ’s finished work on the crosautesl in the
cleansing and forgiveness of our past, present, fahae
sins. This is a finished work that Jesus did FORI.yo
Therefore, God does not expect you to live the Stilan life
for Him. What does God expect you to do?

Christ Wants To Live His Life IN You.

God was not going to save you and then just you
loose for you to be the source to try to live foimH His
intention all along was to not only be your Sourfoe
salvation but to also be your Source for living tlest of
your life. That is the reason that He put His Ifeyou. Paul
makes this clear in the first part of Galatiang2:2

“I am crucified with Christ, and | no longer live, bu
Christ lives INme...”

Question: Have you ever given thought to the truth that
Jesus wants to live His life in you?

Meditate: on Galatians 2:20 and ask God to give you some
personal understanding of this truth.

Now that you understand that God wants to live His
life in you, what is your part in living the Christ ian
life?

“| am thevine, you are thebranches he who
ABIDES in Me, and | in him, he bears much
fruit...” John 15:5a

Jesus is saying that as the physical brandesgned to
be totallydependent moment by moment upon the physical

16



Let’'s summarize what it means for God to be yowrSe:

God is the CAUSE and EFFECT of
change in your life.

| was taught that | was to be the cause andteffiechange
in my own life. In other words, if any change wasotcur, it
was up to me to transform myself. It is becauséhisf false
belief that so many Christians have either givenoulse
are trying harder to live the Christian life. Theth is that
only God, as your Source, can be the cause andt dtie
true transformation in your life.

Questions Is it possible that you have been believing that i
is up to you with God’s help to transform your olife? If
so, have there been any real significant changgsun life?
How might it affect how you live your Christian dif
knowing thatonly God, not yoy can bring about real
transformation in your life?

Meditate: on Philippians 1:6 and ask God to persuade you
thatHe aloneis the source for change in your life.

Since God is your Source for living life,
do you need to continue trying to live your life FO R
God?

The Christian Life Is Not Living FOR God.

Since God is your Source for living the Chastiife, we
can conclude that the Christian life is not abaumhsthing
that we do FOR God. Let's explore further why tisidrue.
Let's begin by looking at the last words of Jesus the
Cross:

“IT IS FINISHED!”
John 19:30
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Intimacy — a relationship with God

“His unchanging plan has always been to adopt us His
own family bybringing us to Himselfthrough Jesus Christ.
And this gave Him great pleasure.” Ephesians 1:5

Which of these promises concerning abundant liviogld
you most like to experience?

Let me ask you a question:

If you experienced
« Consistent victory over sin, the flesh, the world, and
Satan,
» freedom from your defeating sin patterns,
* arenewedmind to believe God'’s truth,
* healing of your internal woundednesss,
e your needs being metand
e an intimate relationship with God,

would you consider that abundant living?

What is the result of experiencing God’s promises
for abundant life?

The Result Of Experiencing God’s Promises Is A
CHANGED Life.

| believe that most of us would agree thatdd would
accomplish these promises in our lives, we wouldi\beg
abundantly! If you look closely at these promisgsy will
see that they all involve changks we begin to experience
the reality of these promises, change will take@la
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We see this in the first part of Romans 12:2:
“do not be conformed to this world, bb¢ transformed..”
And in 2 Corinthians 3:18:
“And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect thed’'s
glory, are beingransformedinto His likenesswith ever-

increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, whthis
Spirit.”

Being transformed into Christ’s likeness means that we

will think, feel, choose, and behave like Christ.

Questions What are the changes that you would like to see
in your life? How have you been taught that thosanges
would occur? Is what you were taught bringing abitnat
desired changes? If not, why not?

Who Is Going To Be The Source For Making These
Promises A Reality In Your Life?

Like so many Christians, | believed that @&saup to ME
to produce abundant life. In other words, if aburdaving
was going to take place, it was up to me, with Gd@#lp, to
make it happen. As hard as | tried, | never expeed the
spiritual abundance which Jesus promised. In additi
could never break free of my sin strongholds of,faaxiety,
and inadequacy.

Therefore, since | could not attain abund#atthrough
my own self-effort, | came to the conclusion thaist
abundant life must occur when | get to Heaven. Tt is
that God is the Source to make these promisesbiamdant
life an experiential reality in our lives while vware on this
earth. We see this in Philippians 1:6:
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“being confident of this, thatle who began a good work in
you....” Philippians 1:6a

What Paul is telling us in the first part bistverse is that
God initiated or began a good work in you. What et
work? It was salvation. Through His initiation, ldeew you
to Himself for salvation. However, the rest of therse tells
us that this is just the beginning of His work.

Look at the second part of Philippians 1:6:

“...He who began a good work in yeuill carry it on to
completion..”

In addition to being the initiator of His work us, the
second part of Philippians 1.6 says that He, andaldae,
will be the CAUSE and EFFECT of His transformingriwo
in our lives. Therefore, in addition to the workathGod
accomplished at salvation, God is the One who milke
His promises of abundant life an experiential tgah your
life.

In other words, God, as the cause and effect of Hisork
in you, WILL:

* BE your VICTORY over defeating sin patterns.
1 Corinthians 15:57

* MEET your physical and spiritual needs.
Philippians 4:19

* BE the POWER over the power of sin within you.
1 John 3:6

«  TRANSFORM your life in order to experience His
abundance. Romans 12:2

* PRODUCE the fruit of the Spirit in your life.
Galatians 5:22, 23

« DRAW you into an INTIMATE relationship with
Himself. Ephesians 1:5
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