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Healing of Past or Present Woundedness

Many Christians have suffered and are suferirom
woundedness in their soul. Your woundedness maye hav
created fleshly attitudes such as anger, unforgis®n or
bitterness. In order for God to heal that woundedneome to
Him by faith and entrust your woundedness to Hirs. ydu
continue to entrust that woundedness to Him, Hdshgaur
woundedness, changes those fleshly attitudes, eplhces
them with spiritual attitudes of unconditional lovand
forgiveness.

Using the first diagram below, let's assumat tlyou
experienced some form of serious abuse or rejetroon your
dad when you were young. Those experiences hatedaf
feeling angry, bitter, and unforgiving towards yalad. If you
choose to stay beloWhe line” in your soul, you will remain
in bondage to those negative feelings. On the dihad, you
can choose to live abovénhe line” by entrusting those events
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of your past to God. By faith you can draw on Cfsis
forgiveness and experience unconditional love turydad.

Healing of Past or Present Woundedness
Unconditional Love Draw from Christ-
Forgiveness llke att'tudes Of:

SPIRIT

Woundedness
from rejection,
abuse, _ Anger
abandonment, | = Unforgiveness
traumatic Bitterness
events.

In the next diagram we see how God begirsetl the
woundedness in your soul and produces Christ-like
attitudes of unconditional love and forgivenesshea soul.

As you .draw Unconditional Love
on Christ’s: Forgiveness

(L]
SPIRIT E
SOUL ﬁ
=V

Christ-like

R PRODUCES
attitudes of: Heals the
Unconditional love Woundedness

Forgiveness
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A Personal Story of Healing

| was emotionally and physically abused by ad.
Through several events growing up | developed athsfa
unforgiveness and bitterness towards him. | blammead for
many internal struggles that | was experiencingaasadult.
When | started learning the truths that | have b&w®aring in
this study, | knew that | could no longer live witdn
unforgiving heart. My flesh was screaming at me ttread the
right not to forgive because of what he did to me.

However, | started entrusting to God all thagmisive
events along with my unforgiveness and bitterngssas not
a one-time process. | found myself having to entower and
over again because | would take back these bigelinigs.
However, after a period of time | sensed that Gad tealing
the woundedness because | found myself experiereisg
and less bitterness towards my dad.

Before my dad died, | was able to forgive hifawever,
God wanted me to go beyond that. He wanted to dpvel
within me a Christ-like attitude of unconditionalve towards
my dad. | knew for God to do that would certainlg b
miracle. Therefore, | began trusting God to produilcat
attitude of unconditional love in me. After anothmeriod of
time | began experiencing unconditional love tovsamty dad.
There is no other word to describe what God didhtha
miracle.

You may be struggling with wounding eventsnirgour
past. If so, | want you to go to God right now abelgin
entrusting those events and negative feelings to. Hiou
might say something like this:

“Lord, | feel terribly wounded by (say the
name of the person(s) who wounded you). | am etmigisny
sinful attitudes of (anger,
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unforgiveness, bitterness) to You for You to transf. | am
asking You to replace these sinful attitudes so ltitan walk
with Christ-like attitudes of forgiveness and undibional
love towards 8

Remember that you may take those fleshly rigsliback
many times. Each time you do, entrust them aga®dd, and
at some point in this process you will not takenthback.
Instead, you will begin to experience healing and>ad-
produced love.

Living Above “The Line” In Suffering

“For just as thesufferingsof Christ are ours in abundance, so
also our comfort is abundant through Christ.”
2 Corinthians 1:5

We all have encountered and will continuest@ounter
suffering. Suffering may be due to health issuesriage and
family problems, job, or financial issues. It ispart of our
fallen world. However, for Christians suffering ays has a
divine purpose. God works through suffering to drasvto
Him to be our Source in the midst of the sufferi@gmd also
uses suffering to bring us to further brokenness tanreveal
our need for Him. What does it look like for God lde the
Source in the midst of the suffering?

Using the diagram below let's assume thafesuly is
coming to you through health, finances, marriageetational
issues. This suffering is creating feelings of Hepeness,
anxiety, fear, or anger. Instead of taking ownegrstii those
feelings, you entrust those feelings to God byhfakts you do,
allow God to remind you and persuade you of whatus.
The truth is that He is in control of the situatitimat there is a
divine purpose in the suffering, and that He wié lgour
comfort and strength for the duration of the surffgr
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Living Above The Line In Suffering

God is in control PRODUCES Believe
Divine good ’
vine goc - God’s Truth

Strength / \

“
SPIRIT >
; p——
Suffering due to: SOUL
Health .
Finances CREATE Feelings of
Marriage Hopelessness,
Anxiety, Fear,
Relationships :: r{q erear-

Some suffering that you experience may lasifetime.
Paul in 2 Corinthians 12 asked the Lord three tilnagmove
the thorn. God refused, but what else did He sM?drace is
sufficient for you.” What He was saying to Paulhst there
was a divine purpose for the thorn. That purpose Vea
God’s power to be perfected in Paul’'s weakness.

l, too, have a health thorn that | have agkedLord many
more times than three to remove. | received thees@sponse
that Paul did. It is a thorn that God has usedastically to
break me and transform me that | don’t want therrtho
removed unless His work is complete through it.dde likes
to go through suffering, but the hope for the Ghaisis that
the suffering will always have a divine purposeitirand a
divine provision through it.
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Some Things To Remember As We Close This Study

1. The Work Of God Is A Supernatural Work.

One the of the greatest struggles in shaiiegd truths is
that you truly can’'t describe God’s supernaturatkvdie has
not (nor will He) let you and me in on how He dd#is work.
He simply wants us to depend on Him to accomplisdt t
work. It is a unique work in every individual. Thatwhy we
cannot formulize the Christian life. No one knowswhor
when God is going to produce His work. Howevegat will
walk by faith long enough with Him, you will get o place
where David was in Psalm 66:5:

“Come and see the works of God, Who is awesomésin H
deeds toward the sons of men.”

David was in awe of God. He had experiencednsmy
supernatural works of God that he is inviting yowd ane to
experience these same works. |, too, have seen
experienced these supernatural works of God. They
nothing short of being miracles. Along with Davidjnvite
you to stay in this walk of faith so that you todlwexclaim,
“He is an awesome God.”

2. You Really Have Only ONE Option.

The illusion or lie for the Christian is thae have two
options in living the Christian life. One optiontis live from
the flesh as our source, and the other option ikvéofrom
God as the Source. Since we have all tried totheeChristian
life in our flesh, we know on some level that ligithis way

and

only produces misery of the soul and no soulical

transformation.
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Flesh as your source = God as your Source =
lifeless, powerless, unchanged Life, Power, Change

The Two Choices

You Really Only Have One Choice!

| trust by this point that you are reaching #tonclusion
that to live from the flesh is not really an optiofou really
only have_one optignand that is God Himself. He, and He
alone, is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Théhtig that you
will turn back to your flesh many times, and eaafetyou do
God will be there to expose it and reveal the nyisecauses.
The more that you walk in the path of dependeneentiore
you will realize what it means that God is youryaoption.

3. It May Take MANY Steps Of Faith To Experience
Change.

“I have come that they might have life and have it
ABUNDANTLY” John 10:10b

When | look around at evangelical America Icdrae
disheartened. Why? | see so few believers expengnihe
internal abundant life that God has promised. iebel that
there are two reasons for this. One reason istliegt do not
know the truth. The second reason is that they ktieatruth
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but have not engaged God long enough by faith peresnce
His promised transformation. The result is thaythen back
to self. They believe that God is not really Who $4g's He is
and that He cannot or will not do what He promisedo. His
promise is this:

“You shall know the truth, and the truth will setou free.”
John 8:32

| know that this is true, and | have testiftedyou of the
changes that God has made in my life as well aoumntless
others that | know who have experienced incredible
transformation. Therefore, my encouragement to ouo
keep walking step by step by faith until you expede a
supernatural work of God in how you think, feel, atroose.
The real question i8Vill you take just one more step?

4. Your Faith Journey Is Not A Sprint.

There are no shortcuts, and the Christiandifeot a sprint.
It is a marathon. It will last a lifetime. It says2 Corinthians
3:18 that we are beingansformed. It is an ongoing process.

“But we all, ...._arebeing transformedinto the same image
from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the 1&gi
2 Corinthians 3:18

As much as you would like to have completetory and
freedom in one or more areas in your life overnidbit most
believers it is a process of experiencing increewnictory
and freedom in those areas. The good news isathgour
soul is being transformed, you will think and be#emore
truth, you will experience more healing of your cayad
emotions and woundedness, you will be more williodrust
God moment by moment, and you will experience more
victory over (or freedom from) your strongholds.
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5. God’s Timing Is Typically Not Your Timing.

“For my thoughts are not your thoughtseither are your
ways my ways,” declares th@kp. Isaiah 55:8

As you walk down this path of faith, your deswill be for
God to transform your life quickly. However, youlmgoon
discover that God’s timetable and your timetablke @ot the
same. For me, God always works slower than | want.
However, we must keep in mind that God is all-knayvand
that He has a perfect timetable.

One of the questions that we tend to askded, why is it
taking so long to experience change?lhere are a number of
reasons why it takes longer in some areas tharhier @areas
of your life to experience change. Some sin strotughare
stronger than others and will take more time tosbe free
from them.

Another reason for God’s timing is that Hagaching you
patience as you wait on His timetable. However, nhast
important thing that God is teaching you in waiting~AITH.
How else will we learn faith unless we have oppuaittes to
wait on God? Someone described faith as: “How loeng you
believe without experiencing change in your life?”

6. Can You Hasten The Sanctification Process?

Is it possible for you to hasten God’'s process
transforming your life? Yes it is! Remember thathHas your
cooperation with God’s initiation in your life. God is at work
in you non-stop to transform your life. The questior you is,
“How willing are you to cooperate with Him by faith? We
have a moment by moment choice to either coopewéte
God’s work or to resist His work in our life. If wesist His
work by choosing to live in the flesh, the consewes will
cause a delay in God’s process. However, if we shdo
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cooperate with God by faith, this will hasten God’'s
transforming process in our lives.

As we said earlier, God’s work in our lives not
contingent on our faith. | know from experiencemw life and
in the lives of others that | have ministered tatthhe
sanctification process is accelerated as we irdeally engage
God by faith.

7. God Is Not Measuring Your Progress.

A key point to remember in the process i¢ ad never
measures your spiritual progress. He is not stanitiare with
a stop watch, a clip board, or a tape measure wogde/hen
you are going to get to the next level of maturiQur
tendency is to measure how well we are doing, hammfe
have traveled down the path of sanctification, wieyare not
further along, etc. If God doesn’'t measure yourgpess,
neither should you. Measuring your spiritual pregrés like
taking a road trip to a particular destination arad enjoying
the journey. So roll the windows down, smell theesy and
enjoy the journey!

What Is The Outcome Of The Sanctification
Process?

“For whom He foreknew, He alspredestined to become
conformedto the_ image of His Sorthat He might be the first-
born among many brethren.” Romans 8:29

“And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect therdl’s glory,
are being transformednto His likenesswith ever-increasing
glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”
2 Corinthians 3:18

Your destiny is to be conformed to Jesus. &gdéatest
desire is that you will participate with Him andoa Him to

99



fulfill His destiny in you and through you. As yalo, you will
experience the following in your life:

* You will begin to think, feel, and choose more like
Jesus.

* The reality of living above “the line” from your s
will grow greater.

* You will experience more Christ-like attitudes iouy
soul.

* You will become more “other’s focused” and lesg-sel
focused.

*  Christ will flow through you to minister to others

We also see in the following diagram what God aqa®hes
in our soul as a result of being transformed:

As Your Soul Is Being Transformed

Destroyin Healing of
Strongnolt!I’s Woundedness

Human spirit \| -2 0P8R

in UNION More healing of

Thinking and .
9 With God damaged emotions

believing
more truth
WILL

Greater dependence
and willingness
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The Ultimate Objective Of Sanctification

“His unchanging plan has always been to adopt us into His
own family bybringing us to Himself through Jesus Christ
And this gave Him great pleasure.” Ephesians 1:5

It is important to conclude our study by tyirnbe
sanctification process back to God’s unchanging.pldhy? If
the end point of sanctification is just about paeedo
transformation, then it ends up being about “medwidver,
even as wonderful as experiencing God’s transfaomanay
be, it ultimately is designed to bring you to a ajes
fulfilment of God’s unchanging plan of an intimate
relationship with Himself.

As you experience God’s changing work in ybig, you
will discover how awesome God is and how worthyislief
your love. You will come to a place where you witl longer
have transformation as your main objective in yGhristian
life. At some point you will come to the place tlirdul did in
Philippians 3:8:

“What is more, | consider everything a loss complatiee the
surpassing greatness of knowir@@hrist Jesusmy Lord, for
whose sake | have lost all things. | consider tingliish, that
| may gain Christ.” Philippians 3:8

Ultimately, the sanctification process will br ing
you to the place where all you wantisJ ESUS.
At that point He will be your ALL in ALL.
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